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PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE
2469 Hammertown Road
Narvon, PA 17555

September 24, 1997

Gary Freed
1132 Walters Road
Pennsburg, PA 18073-1933

Dear Gary,

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Thayer’s Gull you saw at Green Lane
Reservoir on 3 April 1996 to P.O.R.C. After careful review, we regret that we are unable to
accept this record. The committee was concerned that the photographs and written descriptions
did not entirely rule out the possibility of the bird being a pre-alternate 1 Herring Gull. Two of the
photos show what appears to be dark centers of the tertials typical of a Herring Gull at this date.
There was also some question as to the lack of pale edges to the primary tips which should be
noticeable on a standing fresh plumaged first year Thayer’s Gull. The bill was also thought to
have too much pink for a first year Thayer’s. Immature Herring/Iceland/Thayer’s type birds are
often in heavy molt at this time of year and old feathers are faded and severely worn making the
identification difficult.

This of course, does not mean the bird was not a Thayer’s Gull, merely, that the record is
not beyond reasonable doubt for acceptance

We hope that this does not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rare

birds you find in the future. Please be encouraged to send as much detail as possible when
submitting a report.

Sincerely,

Nick Pulcinella
Chairman
Record # 348-01-1996

cc. Arlene Koch
Jason Hom



PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE
2469 Hammertown Road
Narvon, PA 175558

September 24, 1997

Arlene Koch
1375 Raubsville Road
Easton, PA 18042-9503

Dear Arlene,

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Thayer’s Gull you saw at Green Lane
Reservoir on 3 April 1996 to P.O.R.C. Afier careful review, we regret that we are unable to
accept this record. The committee was concerned that the photographs and written descriptions
did not entirely rule out the possibility of the bird being a pre-alternate 1 Herring Gull. Two of the
photos show what appears to be dark centers of the tertials typical of a Herring Gull at this date.
There was also some question as to the lack of pale edges to the primary tips which should be
noticeable on a standing fresh plumaged first year Thayer’s Gull. The bill was also thought to
have too much pink for a first year Thayer’s. Immature Herring/Iceland/Thayer’s type birds are
often in heavy molt at this time of year and old feathers are faded and severely worn making the
identification difficult.

This of course, does not mean the bird was not a Thayer’s Gull, merely, that the record is
not beyond reasonable doubt for acceptance

We hope that this does not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rare

birds you find in the future. Please be encouraged to send as much detail as possible when
submitting a report.

Sincerely,

Nick Pulcinella
Chairman
Record # 348-01-1996

cc. Gary Freed
Jason Homn



October 8, 1997

Jason Hom
RR 2 Box 64C
Emmaus, PA 18049

Dear Jason,

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Thayer’s Gull you saw at Green Lane
Reservoir on 3 April 1996 to P.O.R.C. After careful review, we regret that we are unable to
accept this record. The committee was concerned that the photographs and written descriptions
did not entirely rule out the possibility of the bird being a pre-alternate 1 Herring Gull. Two of the
photos show what appears to be dark centers of the tertials typical of a Herring Gull at this date.
There was also some question as to the lack of pale edges to the primary tips which should be
noticeable on a standing fresh plumaged first year Thayer’s Gull. The bill was also thought to
have too much pink for a first year Thayer’s. Immature Herring/Iceland/Thayer’s type birds are
often in heavy molt at this time of year and old feathers are faded and severely worn making the
identification difficult.

This of course, does not mean the bird was not a Thayer’s Gull, merely, that the record is
not beyond reasonable doubt for acceptance

We hope that this does not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rare

birds you find in the future. Please be encouraged to send as much detail as possible when
submitting a report.

Sincerely,

Nick Puicinella
Chairman

Record # 348-01-1996

cc. Gary Freed
Arlene Koch
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SYY_01-1996

Gull Sighting, Green Lane Reservoir
- April 3, 1996 - Arlene Koch

On Wednesday afternoon, April 3, 1996, I was in my car just
about to leave Gary Freed’s house in Pennsburg when he got a call
about a good bird being at the Church Road site of Green Lane
Reservoir. Less than 5 minutes later, with Gary right behind me,
I pulled into the parking area and saw Jason Horn there with his
scope on a bunch of gulls standing at the other side of the
reservoir, a distance of 400-500 yards? (I'm not sure).

As of that moment I didn’t know what the bird in question was
but had figured it to be a gull of some sort. I quickly looked
through Jason’s scope and saw immediately that one of the gulls was
different from the others, although I openly admit that I am not an
expert on this group of birds.

The first thing I noticed about the bird was that it was
smaller than the herring gulls but bigger than the ring-billeds and
its head had a more round appearance to it than the heads of the
other gulls. The light was very good at the time, with the sun
being to our backs and I was looking through a TSN-2 Kowa scope.
The eye placement was more toward the middle than the front of the
the light-colored head and there appeared to be a smudge of some
sort on its lower mandible.

Both the upperparts and underparts appeared brownish to me,
but the chest area was definitely lighter in color. The legs were
relatively short and appeared to be light, although I couldn’t say
positively if they were pale yellow or pink. The bird’s upper wing
had a darkish terminal band on it and there was another, less
noticeable band next to that onme. The underwing just looked
brownish to me but seemed to get lighter out at the end by the
primaries and its tail appeared to be either dark brown or black.

I looked at this gull for almost 30 minutes before leaving
Jason and Gary behind. I would be less than honest if I said I
knew for sure that this was a Thayer’s gull going into its second
year as I am not very familiar with the species. However, after
checking my notes with the various bird books I have and
subsequently talking with Jason and Gary, I have come to the
conclusion that the bird I saw does fit that description, except
for the dark spot on the lower bill.

All of my observations were made while the bird was on the
ground. At no time did I see it fly.



Record No.:348-01-1996

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of

Species: Thayer’s Gull (Larus thayeri)

Date of Sighting: 3 April 1996 to 3 April 1996
Location: GREEN LANE RESERVOIR
County: MONTGOMERY
Observer(s): Jason Horn
Gary Freed; Arlene Koch
Date of Submission: 1996
Submitted by: Jason Horn
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: NO
Recording: NONE
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